Reid Always Marched To His Own Beat

By Neil Rudel
Altoona Mirror

e was the cornerstone of a defense

that is still considered one of the
greatest to ever play college football.
Co-captain of the unbeaten 1968 and
1969 teams. Consensus All-American.

Outland Trophy winner. First-round draft
pick. Rookie of the year. All-Pro.

Most football players with his ability could
have milked every last dollar out of the
game, or certainly played long enough to
guarantee inevitable enshrinement into the
National Football League Hall of Fame, but
we’re not talking about most players here.

We're talking about Mike Reid.

The Reid who recorded two safeties in
his first varsity appearance.

The Reid who intercepted his own deflec-
tion and romped for a touchdown in his final
appearance at Beaver Stadium.

The Reid who was as quick a defensive
lineman as Penn State has ever had and
was almost constantly double teamed, even
while in the NFL with Cincinnati.

The Reid who walked away from football
during his prime to embark on a music
career that began with piano-bar per-
formances in smoke-filled taverns, earning
$100-plus per week.

The Reid who did as much as any other
player to get Joe Paterno’s Grand Experi-
ment off to a roaring start.

The Reid, who in achieving national
recognition on the field and as a Grammy
Award-winning songwriter off it, has best
epitomized the values on which Penn State
football prides itself.

Today, life for Reid consists of working as
an extremely successful songwriter in Nash-
ville. He has been named Country Music
Songwriter of the Year and two years ago won
a coveted Grammy for his work, “Stranger
in My House,” sung by Ronnie Milsap.

His once hectic traveling schedule has
been reduced to a dozen or so hand-picked
concerts a year. He recently played for a
packed house in Altoona where he drew
three standing ovations.

The 38-year-old Reid is completely
removed from football. He says he’ll catch
an occasional Penn State game if he knows
it's going to be televised and he enjoys
watching “Walter Payton, like everybody
else,” but he’ll rarely watch more than a
quarter of an NFL game on Sunday.

“I’'m not anti-sports, but | don’t have to
make an attempt not to watch. I’'m just not
a fan of the game,” Reid said. “I still work
out regularly, swim and bicycle. | live a
physical life.

He could never convince people - until
he retired from football - that music was
more than just a hobby that made for a
good human-interest story.

As a rookie in Cincinnati, Mike beat out Pittsburgh’s Joe Greene for the AFC Defensive
Rookie of the Year in 1970.

“He loved football, he used to play in the
mud with the neighborhood boys out here,
but mostly it was music,” his mother, Mrs.
Charlotte Reid, recalled.

“He started taking piano lessons in the
second grade.”

Reid’s intensity and ability on the field
made his musical fantasy that much more
unique.

“Mike was an unusual kind of person,”’
said Jim O’Hora, who was in charge of
Penn State’s defense during the early years
of Paterno’s regime. “In a way, his per-
sonality probably belied his ability to com-
pete and his ferociousness at times.”

O’Hora said Reid sometimes portrayed
a ‘Jekyll-Hyde” personality.

“When Mike couldn’t do something well,
he was apt to go into a tirade of some
sort. You would wonder if he had gone
off his rocker for a moment, but it was
only because of what he wanted to
accomplish.”

Like Reid’s first game during his junior
year after sitting out a redshirt season with
a knee injury.

“My first encounter with Mike was dur-
ing my sophomore year,” said Steve Smear,
who played alongside Reid as defensive

(Continued on next page)



tackle for two years. “We were in the locker
room before the Navy game and Mike was
in a rage. | remember a couple of us hiding
in the corner of the room so we wouldn’t
get hurt. But that’s the way he was. He was
emotional and an inspiration.”

O’Hora also remembers some of Reid’s
softer moments.

“In the preseason camp in the dormitory,
down in the rec room, before bed and after
our evening meetings, Mike would be play-
ing the piano. He just loved to sit there,
practically in the dark. A lot of the players
would congregate and if they wanted to join
in a song, they would do that, too.”

Much was written about Reid’s image, to
the point where he thinks it was overblown.

“The savage beast soothing his soul at
the keyboard sort of got blown out of pro-
portion,” Reid said. “It makes good copy,
but the thing that makes me most happy
now is that my son, Matty, has taught me
more about how to relax.

“l was probably too intense in certain
situations when | was younger. | think there
were a lot of players | played with | think
were more talented and the only way | was
going to keep up was the emotional end of
it. (But) you couldn't live that way all the
time.”

The result was Reid quietly walking away
from football after the 1974 season.

“He always told his dad and | that he
wouldn’t make football his career,” Mrs.
Reid said. “He said, ‘Someday, Mom,
you’re going to hear that | retired” He
never told his dad and I. | heard it on
the news.”

Soon after, Reid arrived in Grand Ole
Opryland where he has found peace with
his wife, Susan, and two-year-old son
Matthew.

Reid takes pride in being part of Penn
State’s first two teams that helped put
Eastern football on the map, but believes
all credit belongs to Paterno.

“When we were there — (Steve) Smear,
(Jack) Ham, (Dennis) Onkotz, Dave Bradley
and all the guys,” Reid said, “we didn’t have
any sense that we were building a program.
You realized that after the fact.

“We had the sense that we were in the
presence of a fairly dominant figure in
Paterno. In my early years, there was a feel-
ing of Eastern football being second class.
What Joe has done in the last 15 years (ac-
tually 20) has erased that.

“Here in the south, Penn State football
and Joe are very highly regarded. No mat-
ter where | go, when people knew you were
from Penn State, they wanted to know
about Joe and what kind of a guy he is.”

The majority of college football fans felt
State’s '69 team deserved to be awarded
the national championship after controlling
Missouri in the Orange Bowl. Reid, how-

ever, said he “doesn’t feel emptiness”
about it and, frankly, said Penn State can
only blame itself.

“Dammit,” he said in typically candid
Reid fashion, “we should have gone down
there and played Texas (in the Cotton Bowl).
There’s no two ways about it. When we
voted on a bowl game, Ohio State was
(ranked) one, Texas was two and we were

three. Ohio State was so dominant that
year. Only a fool would have thought they
were going to lose. At that point, the team
decided, ‘Let’s go to where we’re going to
have fun. Then Ohio State lost, and there
we were, going to the Orange Bowl, for
God’s sake. What a mess.”

Penn State beat a good Missouri team
10-3 in a defensive struggle.

“l don’t think we were cheated,” Reid
said. “You live by the poll, you die by the
poll.”

It was during Reid’s senior year when he
began to sour on football. His knees were
hurting, there was the pressure of Penn
State’s winning streak and he felt nothing
could duplicate his junior year, which
culminated with the legendary 15-14 win
over Kansas in the Orange Bowl.

He went on, of course, to the Bengals,
but played only five years. Although he
respected Paul Brown and the Bengal
organization, he was in the wrong element.

Reid played football for fun — “I’'m in total
disagreement that football builds character;
whatever | am was cast by my mom and
dad and growing up in Altoona,” - and
could not relate to the mentality of pro
sports.

“| was tired of hurting; | had three knee
operations and a bad back,” he said. “The
business part of it began to crush out and
| just lost interest. There’s no other way to
put it. | thought about it a long time before
I did it . . . and I've never regretted it.”

Penn State’s Joe Paterno and Altoona Coach Earl Strohm were on hand to honor Mike after
his senior season.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


